
DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD REPORT 

MEETING DATE: September 21, 2006    ITEM NO. _______ 
    
 

CASE NUMBER/ 
PROJECT NAME 

14-DR-2006 
64th Street Reservoir Security Improvements  
   

LOCATION 6307 E. Thomas Road  

REQUEST Request approval of a site plan, landscape plan and wall elevations for City of 
Phoenix, Water Services Department security improvements for the 64th Street 
Reservoir. 
 

OWNER City of Phoenix 
602-534-6883 
 

ENGINEER Stantec Consulting 
602-938-2200 

ARCHITECT/ 
DESIGNER 

N/A 
 

APPLICANT/  
COORDINATOR 

Tricia Cook 
Stantec Consulting 
602-938-2200 
 

BACKGROUND Zoning. 
The site is zoned Single-Family Residential District (R1-10). This district 
provides for single-family homes, municipal uses, recreational uses, religious 
and educational facilities as the basic elements of a balanced neighborhood. 
 
Context. 
The site is owned by the City of Phoenix and used for utilities consisting of 
water storage reservoirs, a booster pump station and a disinfection facility 
located south of East Thomas Road, between North 62nd Street and North 64th 
Street.  
 
Adjacent Uses:   

• North: Office Complex, zoned S-R. 
• South: Single-family, zoned R1-10. 
• East: Office Complex, zoned C-1 and Single-family, Zoned R1-7. 
• West: Single-family, zoned R1-10 and Townhomes, zoned R-4. 

 
APPLICANT’S 
PROPOSAL 

Applicant’s Request.  
This request is for the approval of a revised site plan, landscape plan and wall 
elevations for the existing City of Phoenix water storage reservoirs, a booster 
pump station and a disinfection facility. 
 
Development Information: 

• Proposed Use: Water storage reservoirs, a booster pump 
station and a disinfection facility 

• Parcel Size: Approximately 36.50 acres 
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• Building Height Allowed: 30 feet 
• Building Height Proposed: 8 feet for the fence 

 

This request is to upgrade the existing facility for the purpose of increasing the 
security to protect the City of Phoenix's water system. The proposed upgrading 
includes construction of new perimeter fences and walls adjacent to East Thomas 
Road, North 62

DISCUSSION 
 
 
 

nd Street and the south property line.  The proposed upgrades will 
also include an intrusion detection system, and landscaping.  
 
At the July 13, 2006 Development Review Board meeting, the Board approved 
the applicant’s request for a continuance of this application.  Prior to the motion 
to approve the request for a continuance, Vice Chairman Jones did suggest that, 
“…along Thomas Road there may be an opportunity to have the existing barrier 
that is in the middle of the block turned into the recess between the two tanks, 
which may add some variety.  This could create a landscape area or some visual 
relief along Thomas Road.”  The applicant has not responded to this comment. 
 
The proposed design of the 8-foot high masonry block wall adjacent to Thomas 
Road will be consistent with the existing wall adjacent to North 64th Street.  The 
proposal also includes an 8-foot high green vinyl coated chain link fence 
adjacent to the south property line; this fence will be setback approximately 140 
feet from the south property line.  The applicant has proposed two options 
adjacent to North 62nd Street. The first option (Option #1) is to install the new 8- 
foot high green vinyl coated fence behind the existing oleander hedge, and the 
second option (Option #2) is to install a new 8-foot high masonry block wall 
consistent with the existing North 64th Street wall, which will require the 
removal of the oleander hedge. The proposed landscaping for both options is the 
same and consists of drought-tolerant trees, shrubs and ground cover. 
 
The applicant and City Staff, including Councilman Littlefield, have completed 
an extensive neighborhood outreach program with the residents of the Papago 
Buttes subdivision to the south, and the residents of the Sherwood 
Heights/Fairway Park/Heritage East Neighborhood Association (SFHNA) to the 
west of North 62nd Street. The property owners within 750 feet of the 
development east of North 64th Street have been notified via the City’s postcard 
notification process. Staff has not received any comments from the property 
owners to the east of North 64th Street. 
 
The president of the Papago Buttes Homeowners Association and the president 
of the SFHNA have reached an agreement to support Option #1 since the 
existing oleander hedge is the most effective method of screening the storage 
reservoirs, the booster pump station and the disinfection facility.  As part of this 
agreement (Attachment 14) between the president of the Papago Buttes 
Homeowners Association and the president of the SFHNA Neighborhood 
Association additional requests were made and included as part of the proposed 
improvements.  In addition to the requests of Attachment 14, the neighborhood 
has asked to modify the stipulations that were provided to the Development 
Review Board at the July 13, 2006 hearing (Attachments 15 and 16).   
  
A summary of these requests are listed below: 
 

• Maintain the oleanders hedge adjacent to North 62nd Street. 
• Provide a maintenance program for the landscaping adjacent to North 
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62nd Street. 
• Any plant material that are not oleanders and are growing out of the 

oleander hedge adjacent to North 62nd Street shall be removed. 
• The oleanders shall be allowed to grow and fill in from the ground up. 
• Plant oleanders on the outside of the vehicular gate located at the 

southwest corner of the site. 
• Provide a 4-foot meandering sidewalk, and provide park benches to the 

east side of North 62nd Street. 
• Increase the proposed tree density adjacent to North 62nd Street and the 

south property line. 
• Increase the variety of plant species. 
• The decomposed granite utilized for the ground cover to be installed east 

of North 62nd Street shall match the decomposed granite that exists 
adjacent to the Papago Buttes’ North 62nd Street subdivision vehicular 
entrance. 

• Landscaping shall be provided between the curb and the sidewalk, and 
the oleander hedge and the sidewalk.  

• Provide wrought iron fencing adjacent to the south property line in place 
of the proposed 8-foot vinyl chain link. 

• Eliminate the proposal of the barbed wire. 
• Grade the area adjacent to the proposed fence to minimize the visual 

impact of the proposed fence. 
• Paint the interior of the North 64th Street wall the same color as the 

exterior. 
• The City of Phoenix is to implement a dust control program for the 

reservoir site. 
• The trees adjacent to the south property line and tanks #3 and #4 shall 

not exceed a height of 25 feet. 
• Delay the removal of the landscaping that is necessary to be removed to 

install fence adjacent to the south property line until the proposed 
landscaping has matured sufficiently to screen the tanks.  

• The Papago Buttes Homeowners and SFHNA homeowner are to be 
consulted regarding the placement of the plants, sidewalk and bench 
design.  

• Modified Stipulation #7 to state:  “The new vehicular gate for the North 
62nd Street driveway access, across from East Edgemont Street shall be 
opaque, sealed natural wood.” 

• Modified Stipulation #9 to state:  “The new interior chain link fence on 
the west side of the facility, east of the oleanders, shall be green vinyl 
coated.” 

• Add a stipulation that states:  “The fence along the southern boundary of 
the facility shall be black wrought iron, and the access gate between 
tanks #3 and #4, as depicted on the site plan, shall be black wrought 
iron. 

• Modified Stipulation #20: The oleander hedge shall remain in place, 
shall be maintained and adequately irrigated by the City of Phoenix, and 
shall not be disturbed by the proposed improvements.  Should any 
oleander plants die, they shall be removed and replaced with the same 
variety.  The replacement plant shall be the maximum size that can be 
planted. 
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• Add a stipulation that states:  “The City of Phoenix shall maintain all 
interior landscape in the facility, in addition to the oleanders on the west 
side of the facility.” 

• Add a stipulation that states:  “The City of Phoenix shall retain as open 
space along the southern property line the area south of the new 
proposed fence and north of the Papago Buttes wall.  Within this open 
space no permanent or temporary structures will be erected.” 

• Add a stipulation that states:  “Remove the southern gate on N. 62nd 
Street, replacing the length of that gate with a wall that is of the height, 
color and material of the north/south wall on the west side of Papago 
Buttes.  The wall shall extend north from the Papago Buttes wall on N. 
62nd Street, replacing the southern gate, and shall adjoin the oleander 
hedge to the north.  The asphalt driveway west of the southern gate shall 
be removed, and the sidewalk on the east side of N. 62nd Street shall be 
extended to adjoin the sidewalk west of Papago Buttes.  Landscaping 
west of the wall shall continue the landscaping pattern west of the 
oleander hedge.” 

 
With the exception of the timing of the improvement adjacent to the south 
property line, Staff is supportive of these requests and has included them in the 
stipulations.  With regards to the timing of the improvement adjacent to the south 
property line, staff is not supportive of this request since the growth patterns of 
the landscaping is unpredictable, and securing the facility is critical to the City of 
Phoenix in order to meet their Homeland Security requirements.  To mitigate the 
appearance of the fence, staff has stipulated a lower grade adjacent to the fence 
and to increase the landscaping south of the fence.   
 
The applicant has expressed opposition over stipulations 5, 9, 13, and 31.  
Attachment 18 is a summary of these concerns. 
 

STAFF 
RECOMMENDATION 

Staff recommends approval, subject to the attached stipulations. 
 
 
 





Stipulations for Case: 
64th Street Reservoir -Security Improvements 

14-DR-2006 
Unless otherwise stated, the applicant agrees to complete all requirements prior to final plan approval, to the 
satisfaction of Project Coordinator and the Final Plans staff. 
 

PLANNING  
 

APPLICABLE DOCUMENTS AND PLANS: 

DRB Stipulations 

Except as required by the City Code of Ordinances, Zoning Regulations, Subdivision Regulations, and the 
other stipulations herein, the site design and construction shall substantially conform to the following 
documents: 

1. Architectural elements, including dimensions, materials, form, color, and texture, shall be constructed to 
be consistent with the building elevations submitted by Stantec Consulting with a date provided on the 
plans by City Staff of 6/20/2006. 

2. The location and configuration of all site improvements shall be constructed to be consistent with the site 
plan submitted by Stantec Consulting with a date provided on the plans by City Staff of 6/20/2006. 

3. Landscaping, including quantity, size, and location of materials shall be installed to be consistent with the 
conceptual landscape plan submitted by Stantec Consulting with a date provided on the plans by City 
Staff of 6/20/2006. 

ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN: 

DRB Stipulations 

4. Dooley wall fencing shall not be allowed. 

5. Barbed wire, razor wire, razor ribbon, concertina wire, or similar shall not be utilized on the site.  

6. The new vehicular gate for the North 62nd Street driveway access, across from East Edgemont Street 
shall be opaque, and the proposed wood sealed with a clear wood sealer. 

7. The new and existing site walls shall be painted on the inside to match the exterior base color. 

8. The new interior chain link fence on the west side of the facility, east of the oleanders, shall be green vinyl 
coated. 

9. The fence along the southern boundary of the facility shall be black wrought iron, and the access gate 
between tanks 3 and 4, as depicted on the site plan, shall be black wrought iron. 

10. The wall adjacent to Thomas Road shall be located in the stipulated roadway easement, and the location 
shall comply with the proposed site plan. 

SITE DESIGN: 

DRB Stipulations 

11. The sidewalk adjacent to North 62nd Street shall be a meandering sidewalk to the satisfaction of the 
Planning and Development Services General Manager or Designee. 

12. The sidewalk adjacent to North 62nd Street shall be a minimum of 5 feet in width. 

ATTACHMENT A 
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13. The applicant shall provide three concrete benches evenly spaced between Edgemont Avenue and 

Wilshire Drive and separated from the sidewalk.  The benches shall be angled toward Camelback 
Mountain, and shall be placed on concrete pads that connect to the sidewalk. The pads shall be large 
enough to accommodate wheelchair movement and sufficient room to include a wheelchair rest area 
adjacent to the bench. The bench, pad and locations design shall be subject to the approval of the 
Planning and Development Services General Manager or Designee. 

14. The existing fence adjacent to North 62nd Street is to remain in place. 

15. The new fence adjacent to North 62nd Street shall be located on the east side of the hedge. 

16. The existing wall located at the Northeast corner of the site, at the intersection of 64th Street and Thomas 
Road, shall be relocated to comply with the Sight Visibility Triangles, figures 5.3-26 and 5.3-2 of the 
DS&PM, to the satisfaction of the Transportation Department. 

17. The proposed wall located adjacent to Thomas Road shall not interfere with the Sight Visibility Triangles, 
figures 5.3-26 and 5.3-27of the DS&PM, at the intersection of Thomas Road and North 62nd Street to the 
satisfaction of the Transportation Department. 

18. The applicant shall retain the area between the proposed fence adjacent to the south property line and 
the south property line as landscaped open space.  Within this landscaped open space and no permanent 
or temporary structures shall be erected without a subsequent Development Review Board approval. 

19. Remove the southern gate on 62nd Street, replacing the length of that gate with a wall that is of the same 
height, color and material of the north/south wall on the west side of Papago Buttes.  The wall shall 
extend north from the Papago Buttes wall on 62nd Street, replacing the southern gate, and shall adjoin 
the oleander hedge to the north.  The asphalt driveway west of the southern gate shall be removed, and 
the sidewalk on the east side of 62nd Street shall be extended to adjoin the sidewalk west of Papago 
Buttes.   

LANDSCAPE DESIGN: 

DRB Stipulations 

20. The oleander hedge shall remain in place, shall be maintained and adequately irrigated by the owner, and 
shall not be disturbed by the proposed improvements.  Should any oleander plants die, they shall be 
removed and replaced with the same variety.  The replacement plant shall be the maximum size that can 
be planted, as approved by the Planning and Development Services General Manager or Designee. 

21. Upon removal of the salvageable native plants the salvage contractor shall submit completed Native Plant 
Tracking Form as well as a list identifying the tag numbers of the plants surviving salvage operations to 
the City’s Inspection Services Unit within 3 months from the beginning of salvage operations and/or prior 
to the issuance of the Certificate of Occupancy.   

22. Landscaping is to be provided in all locations where the sidewalk meanders to the satisfaction of the 
Planning and Development Services General Manager or Designee. 

23. The Palo Brea trees along North 62nd Street shall be provide every 25 feet, and shall be staggered with 
the meandering sidewalk. 

24. All new Oleanders shall be a minimum of fifteen gallons at the time of planting, and shall be planted at a 
maximum of 5 feet on center. 

25. The existing Oleanders shall not be trimmed closer than 6 inches from the existing fence. 

26. The Lantana plant species utilized shall include a minimum of 3 separate colors. 

27. Opuntia ficus-indica (Prickly Pear) shall be provided within the landscaping adjacent to North 62nd Street. 
The Prickly Pear shall not be planted closer than 8 feet from the sidewalk, bench area or street, and shall 
include other plant material between the Prickly Pear and the sidewalk. 

28. The Prickly Pear shall not receive irrigation after the initial planting. 

29. The decomposed granite that is to be provided shall match the color of the decomposed granite in front of 
the Papago Buttes subdivision entry adjacent to North 62nd Street. 

 



CASE NO. 14-DR-2006  Page 3 
30. All salvageable plant material between tanks #3 and #4 and the south property line that are protected 

plant species in accordance with the Scottsdale Revised City Code, but is not required to be salvaged 
due to their size, must be salvaged. 

31. All landscaping in the interior of the facility that is to be planted and/or is to remain in place, including the 
oleanders, shall be maintained in a healthy condition.  The owner shall replace any shrub, tree, cactus, 
that dies as determined by the Zoning Administrator.  

32. New and salvaged plant material shall be planted in front of the new fence adjacent to the south property 
line at a density to screen the fence to the satisfaction of the Planning and Development Services 
General Manager or Designee.  The Planning and Development Services General Manager or Designee. 
may require additional landscaping material to screen the fence once the plant material has been 
installed. The developer/applicant is not to receive a Letter of Completion/Certificate of Occupancy until 
all requirements and additional landscaping, if required by the Planning and Development Services 
General Manager or Designee, has been installed.  The applicant shall provide this stipulation in the form 
of a note on all associated plans. 

33. Chilopsis linearis (Desert Willow) shall not be utilized. 

34. All trees shall be maintained so that they do not exceed 25 feet in height. 

35. The new plant material utilized south of tanks #3 and #4 and the south property line shall include Larrea 
tridentate (Creosote Bush), Salvia (Purple Sage), and Viguiera parishii (Golden Eye). 

36. All species shall be selected solely from the Arizona Department of Water Resources Low Water Use / 
Drought Tolerant Plan List for the Phoenix Active Management Area.  

37. All new single trunk trees shall have a minimum of 2-inch caliper size, and all new multi-trunk trees shall 
have a minimum 1 inch average caliper size. 

38. All new trees between tanks #3 and #4 and the south property line shall be multi-trunk trees. 

39. Any plant material that are not oleanders and are growing out of the oleander hedge adjacent to North 
62nd Street shall be removed. 

40. The oleanders shall be allowed to grow and fill in from the ground up. 

41. The landscaping west of the wall stipulated in stipulation number 20 shall continue the landscaping 
pattern west of the oleander hedge as stipulated herein. 

Ordinance 

A. All plant densities shall be provided in accordance with the Zoning Ordinance.   

EXTERIOR LIGHTING DESIGN: 

DRB Stipulations 

42. With the exception of the infrared lighting proposed for the security system, no exterior lighting is 
approved with this application. 

ADDITIONAL PLANNING ITEMS: 

DRB Stipulations 

43. No exterior vending or display shall be allowed. 

44. Flagpoles, if provided, shall be one piece, conical, and tapered.  

45. Patio umbrellas shall be solid colors and shall not have any advertising in the form of signage or logos. 

RELEVANT CASES: 

Ordinance 

B. At the time of review, the applicable Staff Approval cases for the subject site was 125-SA-2005. 
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ENGINEERING 

The following stipulations are provided to aid the developer in submittal requirements, and are not intended to 
be all inclusive of project requirements.  The developer shall submit engineering design reports and plans that 
demonstrate compliance with city ordinances, the Scottsdale Revised Code and the Design Standards and 
Policies Manual. 

APPLICABLE DOCUMENTS AND PLANS: 
46. Comply with the Site Plan submitted by Stantec Consulting with a date provided on the plans by City Staff 

of 6/20/2006. 

CIVIL IMPROVEMENT PLAN REQUIREMENTS: 

DRB Stipulations 

47. Remove the asphalt driveway entry to the southern-most vehicular access gate on North 62nd Street. 

DRAINAGE AND FLOOD CONTROL: 

DRB Stipulations 

48. A final drainage report shall be submitted that demonstrates consistency with the conceptual drainage 
report approved in concept by the Planning and Development Services Department.  

a) Before the approval of improvement plans by city staff, the developer shall submit two (2) hard 
copies and one (1) compact disc copy of the complete final drainage report and plan.  

49. The applicant shall provide method approved by Maricopa County Dust Control and the City of Scottsdale 
in barren areas/areas void of landscaping to minimize dust during and upon completion of the 
improvement. The applicant shall provide the methodology on the plans. 

50. Basin Configuration: 

b) New basin side slopes shall not be steeper than 4:1, and basin depths shall not exceed 3 feet. 

Ordinance 

C. With the final improvement plans submittal to the Plan Review and Permit Services Division, the developer 
shall submit a final drainage report and plan, subject to City staff approval.   

D. Street and Driveways Crossings: 

(1) The street and driveways shall be design to provide for 100-year emergency access. 
Accessibility will be considered to exist if it can be shown by the engineer that at the 
time of the peak flow, the depth of flow over the road will not be greater than 1 foot. 

 



ROADWAY, INTERSECTION, AND ACCESS DESIGN: 

Streets and other related improvements: 

STREET 
NAME 

STREET 
TYPE 

R.O.W. 
DEDICATION 

ROADWAY 
IMPROVEMENT 

CURB 
TYPE 

BIKE PATH, 
SIDEWALK, 
TRAILS 

Thomas Road Minor Arterial An 8 foot 
roadway 
easement. This 
easement may 
have a smaller  
width from the 
ROW to the 
face of the 
proposed wall 
as shown on 
the site plan  
provided by 
Stantec 
Consulting with 
a date provided 
on the plans by 
City Staff of 
6/20/2006. 

Existing Existing 7 foot 
Sidewalk, 
include 
directional 
ADA Ramps, 
or payment in-
lieu of 
improvements 
as approved 
by the 
Transportation 
Department. 

North 62nd 
Street 

Local 
Residential 
Suburban  

None Curb, and Gutter 
to match existing 
alignment to the 
south. 

Vertical 5 foot 
Meandering 
Sidewalk, 
include 
directional 
ADA Ramps. 

64th Street Major 
Collector 

Existing Existing Existing None 

DRB Stipulations 

51. The developer shall design and construct the North 62nd Street driveway entrance in accordance with the 
City of Scottsdale Supplement to MAG Detail and Specification detail 2258-CI-1. 

 

INTERNAL CIRCULATION: 

DRB Stipulations 

52. The developer shall provide a minimum driveway width of 20 feet. 

53. The developer shall provide internal circulation that accommodates emergency and service vehicles with 
an outside turning radius of 45 feet and inside turning radius of 25 feet.

ATTACHMENT A 



54.  

EASEMENTS AND DEDICATIONS 
EASEMENT / 
DEDICATION   

DESCRIPTION 

Sight Distance Easements 62nd, 64th and driveway access locations, the North 62nd Street and 
Thomas Road Intersection, and the Thomas Road and 64th Street in 
accordance with the DS&PM 

Emergency and Service 
Access Easements 

As determined by the City of Scottsdale Fire Department 

  

DRB Stipulations 

55. Sight distance easements shall be dedicated over sight distance triangles.  

I. Sight distance triangles must be shown on final plans to be clear of landscaping, signs, or other 
visibility obstructions between 2 feet and 7 feet in height. 

II. Refer to the following figures: 5.3-26 and 5.3-27 of Section 5.1 of the City’s Design Standards and 
Policies Manual, 2004 update. 

Ordinance 

E. Drainage Easement: 

(1) Drainage and flood control easements shall be dedicated to the City to the limits of 
inundation for all vista corridor washes, for all washes having a discharge rate of ___ 
cfs or more, for all FEMA regulatory floodways to the extent of the 100-year base 
flood elevation, and for all storm water storage basins.  All drainage and flood control 
easements shall be dedicated to the City with maintenance responsibility specified to 
be that of the property owner. 

CONSTRUCTION REQUIREMENTS 

DRB Stipulations 

As-Built Plans. 
56. City staff may at any time request the developer to submit as-built plans to the Inspection Services 

Division. 

I. As-built plans shall be certified in writing by a registered professional civil engineer, using as-built 
data from a registered land surveyor.   

II. As-built plans for drainage facilities and structures shall include, but are not limited to, streets, lot 
grading, storm drain pipe, valley gutters, curb and gutter, flood walls, culverts, inlet and outlet 
structures, dams, berms, lined and unlined open channels, storm water storage basins, 
underground storm water storage tanks, and bridges as determined by city staff. 

Ordinance 

F. Section 404 permits.  With the improvement plan submittal to the Plan Review and Permit Services 
Division, the developer’s engineer must certify that it complies with, or is exempt from, Section 404 of the 
Clean Water Act of the United States.  [Section 404 regulates the discharge of dredged or fill material into 
a wetland, lake, (including dry lakes), river, stream (including intermittent streams, ephemeral washes, 
and arroyos), or other waters of the United States. 
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